
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

FROM THE SCHOOL LEADERSHIP 

TEAM 
 

Dear Parents, Carers and 
Community Members, 
 
As this term progresses, we 
continue to work on setting 

our 2019 staffing and plans in place. At this stage we 
are still in the recruitment stage for classroom 
positions. Once teachers have been appointed and 
classes assigned, I will share the staffing for 2019 with 
you. We are very much aware that many students will 
have some anxiety around knowing who their teacher 
will be for 2019, we have plans in place to share this 
information with them and their families as soon as 
possible.  
 
Prep 2019 Orientation 
Last night we held our Prep 2019 Parent Information 
night, it was lovely to see so many current and new 
families attend to hear about our teaching and 
learning and Catholic Identity focus. This morning we 
hosted half of the prep students for an orientation 
morning. Next week we will do the same with the 
other half of the group. We have seventy-seven 
students joining us in prep next year, all keen and 
eager to come to 'big school'. I know you will join me 
in extending a warm welcome to new families joining 
us next year and wish them all the best for their 
transition.  
 
Prep to Year 2 Swimming Carnival 
Thank you, Mr Dan Kenyon for organising and leading 
the swimming lessons and carnival for our Preps to 
Year 2. The carnival went very well, my thanks goes 
out to all the staff who supported Dan at the carnival 
as well.  

Swimming lessons for Year 3 to 6 are scheduled for this 
week. The Year 3 to 6 Swimming Carnival will be held 
on Monday, Nov 12th. Parents are invited to join us at 
the pool.  
 
Remarkable Moments 
On Friday we gather together for an important 
celebration of learning, our PLL, Sue Maclean’s 
information on this day are below. Remarkable 
Moments is the system celebration of learning, we will 
have special guest, Neville McDonald, BCE Senior 
Leader, here to represent the BCE Leadership Team on 
Friday morning. Neville was Area Supervisor for St 
Rita’s a couple of years ago and I know is looking 
forward to coming back to see how St Rita’s 
progressing. Yesterday I spoke to the students at 
assembly about this celebration and reminded 
students that every day is a day to know, grow and 
show our learning at St Rita’s. Assembly will begin at 
9am on Friday, parents and guardians are warmly 
invited to join us for our assembly.  

 
With best wishes for the week, 
Carolyn 
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IMPORTANT DATES 
 

Mon – Thurs Year 3 – 6 Swimming 
Fri 9 Nov  Remarkable Moments in Learning 
Mon 12 Nov Year 3 – 6 Swimming Carnival 
  Year 1 Science Incursion  
Tues 13 Nov Prep 2019 Orientation 
Thurs 15 Nov End of Semester Concert 
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FROM THE APA 
No Assembly This Monday 
There won’t be an assembly this coming Monday 12 
November, due to the number of staff and students 
involved in the Years 3-6 swimming carnival at 
Cleveland Pool. 
 
P-3 Talent Quest Clarification and Christmas Card 
Competition 
It appears that there has been some confusion about 
whether there will be a P-3 Talent Quest this term, 
along similar lines to the Years 4-6 Talent Quest that 
was run by our Year 6 Arts Leaders so well last term. 
Out of the excitement of the one last term, there was 
quite a bit of talk among the students to this effect, 
but, with the shorter 9 week term, the multitude of 
end-of-year processes (including Carols Night and Year 
6 Thanksgiving) and the 2019 preparations (including 
Prep Orientation), we don’t believe that it is feasible 
to effectively run another talent quest with auditions 
and a final show in the time we have, especially with 
much younger children. So, to clear up any confusion, 
let me state that there will not be a P-3 Talent Quest 
this term.  
 
However, we do have a special Arts–related 
opportunity for these students. Our state MP Kim 
Richards has been running a Christmas Card design 
competition for P-3 students in the Redlands. 
Unfortunately, entries for that actual competition 
closed today, so we can’t be included in it or access 
Kim’s prizes, but we felt that a St Rita’s version of the 
competition, with some prizes of our own, might be a 
great opportunity for our P-3 students to unleash their 
creative talents. Our Year 6 Arts leaders will visit 
classes this week to hand out entry forms and explain 
the competition. It will be open to all interested 
students P-3 and there won’t be an entry fee.  
 

FROM THE APRE 
We have heard great reports from Parishioners about 
the reverence our students showed at the All Saints 
Mass. On Friday, Year 6 attended All Souls Mass and 5 
Y6 leaders attended a memorial service at the 
Columbarium. The students received many 
compliments for the reverence they displayed. In 

addition, the 5 leaders interacted beautifully with 
Parishioners at a morning tea afterwards.  

FROM THE PLL 
This Friday all Brisbane Catholic Education schools 
across the archdiocese are celebrating remarkable 
moments of learning. At St Rita’s we are having a 
special whole school assembly and prayer liturgy to 
celebrate the remarkable moments of learning across 
prep to year 6 this year. Parents are welcome to 
attend this assembly at 9am in Unitas.  
Assembly will be followed by an activity with buddy 
classes.  Students will reflect and record a Remarkable 
Moment of Learning for them this year. 
 
Our student learning growth and achievement can be 
attributed to our students, teachers and school 
officers working collaboratively to accelerate learning. 
Thank you to teachers for knowing your students so 
well and targeting teaching to move students to the 
next step in their learning. Thank you to the students 
for your engagement and persistence to achieve 
progress. Thank you to school officers for supporting 
the work of the teachers and students each day.  
 

SCHOOL FEES REMINDER 

 

Please be reminded that school fees are 
due this Friday 9 November.  Thank you to 
all who have already paid.  If you have not 
paid, or made alternative arrangements 
for payment, please pay promptly.  Thank 
you. 
 

SPORTS NEWS 

  
 Quote of the week 
‘The only way to prove you are good at 
sport is to lose.’  Ernie Banks. 

  
QPAS Touch 2018 
Congratulations to all students who competed in the 
Queensland Primary All Schools Touch Carnival last 
weekend. Our St Rita’s representative touch players 
did exceptionally well winning their first game 
convincingly and narrowly going down by mere points 
in their 3 following games. One of those matches was 



 

the eventual winner of their division which we went 
down to them 2-1. Well done everyone! 
 

State Track and Field 
Congratulations to William F who competed in the 
State Track and Field Championships in Cairns 
recently. William represented our Met-East Region in 
200m Sprints and Relays. William had great success in 
the relays finishing 2nd. Well Done. 
 
P-2 Swimming Carnival 
Congratulations to all our Year P-2 students who 
participated in last week’s Swimming Program and 
Followed by our carnival last Friday. It was great to see 
all students take to the events with a lot of enthusiasm 
and team spirit. A great day for all involved! A special 
thankyou to all our Y6 Leaders, teachers and Parent 
who all assisted in allowing this day to run so 
smoothly. 
 
3-6 Swimming Carnival 
Next Monday 12 November is our annual Year 3-6 
Swimming Carnival. A big thankyou to all those 
students who promptly returned their nominations – 
as now the program is being finalised. 
 
Below is a guide to the order of events on the day. 

Session Events 

1 25m Kickboard (8-12yrs) 
25m Freestyle (8-12yrs) 
50m Freestyle (8-12yrs) 

2 25m Breaststroke (8-12yrs) 
50m Breaststroke (8-12yrs) 

3 25m Backstroke (8-12yrs) 
50m Backstroke (8-12yrs) 

4 25m Butterfly (8-12yrs) 
50m Butterfly (8-12yrs) 

5 200IM (8-12yrs) 

 
Representative Singlets 
Students are asked to return any representative 
singlets to Mr Kenyon that they have been lent during 
this term. Please return washed, in a bag, and clearly 
marked with your name. 
 
Upcoming dates 
5 – 8 November (3-6 Swimming Lessons) 
12 November (3-6 Swimming Carnival) 
November 29 and 30 (Year 4 Camp) 

GOTCHA AWARDS 

 

This week's Gotcha winners are 
Zane from 5K and Sienna from 
2T.  
 
Well done!  

 

SCHOOL BANKING 

 

 

Congratulations to our weekly winner 
Olive T (3K), you will receive a bonus $2 
deposited into your account 

today!!  Don’t forget for those of you who are able to 
bank minimum of 14 weeks this Semester, you will 
receive a $10 Movie voucher to spend on a movie, 
popcorn, snack or whatever you fancy.  Keep saving, 
you still  have time!!  If you have any queries please 
contact us either by phone direct 3207 6133, email 
victoria.point@boq.com.au or pop in and 
see us at Victoria Point Shopping Centre 
(across from Reject Shop/Food Court 
end).  Have a great week from BOQ 
Victoria Point. 
 

MUSIC NEWS 

 

Congratulations to all students for a fantastic ‘Music 
Count Us In’ event last Thursday.  The song was sung 
with ‘gusto’ and well done to 2K for being featured in 
the promo.  That would have been seen by over 
700,000 students across the country.   
 
Students of Senior Choir will be performing at Victoria 
Point Shopping Centre for the opening of the K-
Mart/Salvation Army Wishing Tree appeal on Tuesday 
13 November.  The annual event uses K-Mart as a 
collection point for presents for families in need and 
the homeless, in conjunction with the charity partners 
the Salvation Army and Mission Australia.  The choir 
will be singing a short 20 minute set of Christmas 
carols at the opening of the event at 10.30am outside 
K-Mart, Victoria Point Shopping Centre, Victoria 
Point.  Parents are welcome to attend. 
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Students of Band, Guitar and Keyboard will be 
performing at the end of semester afternoon 
showcase on Thursday 15 November.  The concert will 
commence at around 2pm and will conclude at around 
2.50pm in the UNITAS.  Parents are welcome to attend 
the concert.  Further details will be provided to 
students prior to the event.   
 
Just a reminder that our annual ‘Carols under the 
Stars’ will be held this year on Thursday 22 November, 
from 6-7.30pm. The event will be held on the school 
oval, so please bring picnic blanket and chairs.  This 
year’s theme will be ‘From Bethlehem to the Bayside’ 
and will feature a narrated Christmas story, as well as 
songs sung by each year level.  I am looking forward to 
a great evening of entertainment.  If you have any 
Christmas decorations that you could loan/give to 
decorate the stage, could you drop this in to me or the 
office over the next couple of weeks. 
 
Thanks 
Paul 
 

CHRISTMAS CAROLS 

 

This year our Carol’s will be titled, 
‘From Bethlehem to the Bayside.’ 
To honour cultural diversity and all 
the joy that different cultures bring 

to the Bayside, we are asking that you send Family 
Christmas photos through to the email below. We will 
play these photos on a slideshow during out Christmas 
carols to celebrate our wonderful St Rita’s 
community. We welcome and encourage all families 
to email their photos through, even if it’s celebrating 
your family’s Christmas culture. It should be a lovely 
touch to the night. Please email all Christmas family 
photos through by the end of Week 5, to: 
Wendy Anderson  wmanderson@bne.catholic.edu.au 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CELEBRATING CREATIVITY 

 

‘Out of the Box’                      
Celebrating Creativity   
This year we will be celebrating 
creativity on Monday, 26 
November, by inviting all students 
from Prep to Year 6 to nominate 
three ‘innovation stations’ that they 
would like to participate in for a two hour creativity 
workshop. Students will only be selected for one of 
their nominated ‘innovation stations’ this term. The 
innovation stations; or sessions, that will be offered 
are: 
1. Dancing 
2. Macrame 
3. Art and Craft 
4. Technology 
5. Board games, puzzles and quoits 
6. Drama 
7. Creative Writing 
8. Baking 
9. Gardening 
10. Flower chains and Friendship pins 
11. Yoga and Exploration 
12. Christmas Origami 
13. Christmas Decorations 

 
The students were told about the workshops at 
assembly yesterday and welcomed the idea with great 
enthusiasm. This activity will allow students to have 
the opportunity to work with teachers and students 
from different Year levels. It promises to be a fun end 
of year activity to look forward to. 
 

 

UNIFORM SHOP 

 

HOURS 
 

Thursday 8.00 to 10.00am 
Friday  8.00 to 10.00am 
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TUCKSHOP NEWS 

 

Thursday 8 November 
Tania Digby 
Claire McInnes 
2ND Break 
Ursula Wendt 
 
Friday 9 November 
Rhye Moore 
Sharlene Spiller 
????? 
2ND Break 
Sharlene Spiller 
 
Now is time to start winding down your Flexischool 
accounts and only pay for orders as you make 
them. You can download Qkr! now and set up your 
account.  You won’t see St Rita's on there yet but let’s 
get in early to avoid the rush. If you have any questions 
please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
E. renee.schafer@bne.catholic.edu.au 
M. 0411 523 969 
Renee 
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